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Yesterday, while loosening the soil in one of my raised beds, I was suddenly overwhelmed with worms,
many worms, crawling everywhere across the surface. In the image above, there are at least ten worms. I
was not surprised to see them, but I was surprised to see them in such great number. This warmed my entire
day as I knew now that my work over the past seven years has not been in vain; the health of my soil was
confirmed.
And I felt a kind of earthly fellowship, for I knew now that I had many helpers, most marvelous creatures,
helping me in my soil building work, earth building work. In fact, they are the real workers, as I provide
them, and all their fellow creatures, with materials for the transformation of the earth.
I am reminded of Darwin?s comment in his last book, ?Formation of Vegetable Mould through the Action of
Worms, with Observations on their Habits?:
?When we behold a wide, turf-covered expanse, we should remember that its smoothness, on which so much
of its beauty depends, is mainly due to all the inequalities having been slowly leveled by worms. It is a
marvelous reflection that the whole of the superficial mould over any such expanse has passed, and will
again pass, every few years through the bodies of worms . . . The plough is one of the most ancient and most
valuable of man?s inventions; but long before he existed the land was in fact regularly ploughed, and still
continues to be thus ploughed by earthworms. It may be doubted whether there are many other animals
which have played so important a part in the history of the world, as have these lowly organized creatures.?
Homage to the lowly worm!
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