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Making Magic.
Tue, 11/22/2011 - 07:24 -- julieta
Last week, I picked up a novel called The Magicians by Lev Grossman, thinking that this might be a fun
read for our girlie. As I found it in the teen section, however, I decided to read it first. (Confession: I love
kids books, teen books, ANY books.)
Whew. Thank goodness I checked it out! Within the first two pages, the author introduced topics including
virginity (or lack thereof), masturbation, as well as some... flavorful... language.
Now, I'm not a book burner. In fact, nothing incites me more than extremist groups who try to ban Harry
Potter from school libraries. But, I do worry about age appropriateness, particularly when a 10-year-old
reads books with teen protagonists.
Yep. Not passing along this book to my daughter just yet.
Don't get me wrong?it's a good read so far. It's just too mature for my Kiki. Although she loves books with
magic and fantasy, this one has a bit too much harsh reality that I don't want her to experience ever too soon.
Still, there is something magical about pushing the limits. As a child, I definitely read books that were too
advanced for my age. And boy, do I remember the trouble we got in for passing around my friend Diane's
dog-eared copy of Forever. I wasn't typically a rule breaker, but on the few occasions that I did?it was, well,
thrilling.
And empowering.
Maybe even a little magical.
Breaking the rules and pushing limits is still a bit of a rush?but now, my rebelliousness lives in the garden.
(Wow, writing that aged me about 20 years, didn't it?)
I admit?I am very behind on my gardening chores this fall. In fact, I just planted our fall vegetable
garden?two weeks ago. Even by South Carolina, zone 7b standards...that's late. It's almost futile.
Unless you push the limits and disobey certain rules.

Recently, I've become enamored with the concept of season extension. What can I do, with our little piece of
earth, to feed my family throughout the winter? How can I keep my fall garden producing? Can I fight the
elements and extend the harvest, even if the ?experts? disagree? Will my garlic crop fail if I don't get it
planted by Halloween? Will my lettuce wither and melt if I plant it in late October instead of midSeptember? Or can I thumb my nose at conventional gardening wisdom and produce a bumper crop of
brassicas to harvest in January?
The key, I think, is to break some of the rules...but still adhere to some of the tried and true methods for
season extension.
To see how we're extending our harvest, please visit http://growingdays.blogspot.com [1]
Happy gardening!
XO ~
Julie
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